
 

 

 

 
Brabyns Preparatory School – Reception Termly Overview – Spring 2019 

 

Topics 
Spring 1 - Space 
Spring 2 - Dinosaurs 
 
Communication & Language: 
Listening & Attention –  
Developing listening skills, both in small group and whole class situations.  
Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate activity. 
Anticipating key events in stories and respond to what they hear with relevant 
comments. 
Developing a two-channelled attention skills, so the children can sit and do for 
a short span of time.  
 
Understanding - 
Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence. 
To be able to follow a story without pictures or props. 
Further develop their understanding of ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.  
Developing an understanding of humour and nonsense rhymes. 
 
Speaking – 
Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events. 
Learns and uses the new vocabulary associated with the Space and Dinosaur 
Topics. 
Questions why things happen and gives explanations. 
Uses a range of tenses. 
 
Personal, Social & Emotional Development: 

Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness –  
Can describe themselves in positive terms and talk about their own abilities. 
Develop confidence to try new activities and say why they like some activities 
more than others.  
Confident to speak to others about their own needs, wants, interests and 
opinions. 
 
Managing Feeling and behaviour –  
Understands that their own actions affect other people e.g. becomes upset or 
tries to comfort another child when they realise they have upset them.  
Beginning to negotiate and solve problems with their peers.  
Aware of the boundaries set and of behavioural expectations in the setting.  

Work as part of a group or class and understand and follow the rules. 
 
Making Relationships –  
Explains their own knowledge and understanding, asking appropriate questions 
of others.  
Initiates conversations and attends to and takes account of what others say.  
Take steps to resolve conflicts with other children e.g. finding a compromise.  
 

Physical Development: 

Moving and Handling – 
Experiments with different ways of moving and jumps off an object and lands 
appropriately. 
Negotiates space successfully when playing racing and chasing games with 
other children, adjusting speed or changing direction to avoid obstacles. 
Shows increasing control over an object in pushing, patting, throwing catching 
or kicking it. 
Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with 
increasing control. 
Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters. Developing 
letter formation and developing a firmer and more controlled pencil grip. 
 
Health and Self-Care –  
Developing independence when undressing/dressing for swimming. 
Usually dry and clean during the day. 
Knows the importance of keeping healthy by eating a healthy diet, exercising, 
sleeping and keeping good hygiene. 
Practices some appropriate safety measures without direct supervision. 
 
Literacy / English: 
Reading – Books linked to our Space and Dinosaur topics. 
Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 
reading. 
Begins to read words and simple sentences. 
Hears and say the initial sounds in words.  
Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

 
Writing –   
Gives meaning to the marks they make as they draw, write and paint.  
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning. 
Writes own name, and other things such as labels and captions. 
Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 
 
Phonics – Review aspects of Phase 2 and 3 (Please see Reception Phonics 
Guide for more information).  
 
Mathematics: 
Numbers –  
Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by counting them. 

Says the number that is one more than a given number. 
In practical activities and discussion, beginning to use the vocabulary involved 
in adding and subtracting. 
Records, using marks the can interpret and explain. 
Shape, Space & Measures –  
Identifying 2d and 3dshapes and their properties. 
Beginning to use everyday language related to money.  
Orders items by length, height and weight. 
Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and recreate patterns and 
build models. 

 
Understanding the World: People and Communities –  
Discusses past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family 
members. 
Develop a knowledge of what makes them unique. 
To understand that different people have different beliefs, customs, attitudes 
and traditions and why it is important to treat them with respect.  
 
The world –  
Knows about similarities and differences in relation to materials, Comments 
and asks questions about aspects of the familiar world, such as the place 
where they live or the natural world. 
Talks about why things happen and how things work. 
Shows care and concern for living things in the environment. 

 
Technology -  
Knows how to operate simple equipment. 
Knows that information can be retrieved from computers. 
Completes a simple program on the computer. 
Interacts with age-appropriate computer software. 
 
Expressive Art& Design: 
Exploring and Using Media and Materials – 
Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects. 
Explore the different sounds of instruments. 
Experiment to create different textures. 
Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources. 

 
Being Imaginative –  
Initiates new combinations of movement and gesture in order to express and 
respond to feelings, ideas and experiences. 
Creates simple representations of events, people and objects. 
Chooses particular colours to use for a purpose. 
 
Specialist Teaching 
Drama and Music  
Develop the children’s sense of beat. 
Understand basic rhythms and how they might be written down. 
Explore emotions and act out various stories, exploring the thoughts and 
feelings of different characters.  
 
Spanish: with Mrs McNeeney  

We will be looking at The seasons and the weather plus the planets (space). 
Also we will learn about animals and how to order food. 
 
PE: 
Games 
Dance 
Gymnastics 
Swimming 

 

Please note this is a guide.  We cater for all of the children’s differing interests, needs and abilities 
For more information regarding The Early Years Curriculum, please visit the websites below: 
What to expect, When? – Parents Guide  http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf 
Early Years Outcomes – Early Years Foundation Stage document  http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Early_Years_Outcomes.pdf 
Letters and Sounds ‘Phase 1, Phase 2, Phase 3’ – Phonics Guide  https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf 
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