
 
                                                                     Brabyns Preparatory School – Reception Termly Overview, Autumn 2019 

For more information regarding The Early Years Curriculum, please visit the websites below: 
 
What to expect, When? – Parents Guide  http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf 
Early Years Outcomes – Early Years Foundation Stage document  http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Early_Years_Outcomes.pdf 
Letters and Sounds ‘Phase 1, Phase 2, Phase 3’ – Phonics Guide  https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf 

 

 

Prime Areas of Learning: 
 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development: 

To be confident to try new activities and say why they like 
some activities more than others. To manage their own 
feelings and behaviour and to play co-operatively, taking turns 
with others.  To be confident to talk about their ideas and 
opinions in an increasingly larger group and to describe 
themselves and others in positive terms. 
 
Communication & Language: 
Listening & Attention: To develop listening skills, both in 

small groups and whole class situations. To maintain attention, 
concentrate and sit quietly during whole class sessions and 
assemblies.  To anticipate key events in stories and respond to 
what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions 
and to give attention to what others say. 
Understanding: To respond to instructions involving a two-

part sequence.  To be able to follow a story without pictures or 
props. To further develop their understanding of ‘how’ and 
‘why’ questions.  
Speaking: To use talk to organise, sequence and clarify 

thinking, ideas, feelings and events. To learn and use the 
specific new vocabulary associated with the Autumn Term 
topics. To question why things happen and give explanations. 
To uses a range of tenses accurately in spoken English. 
 
Physical Development: 

To develop whole body coordination. 
To be more independent in their Health & Self-Care i.e. to 
unfasten the large clip on their big school bag, to be able to put 
on their own coat and zip it up and to begin to be able to do 
and undo their own buttons as well as managing their own 
toileting in school. 
To manage risks safely within Forest School, outdoor learning 
and cookery sessions as well as within the environment using 
a range of different equipment. 
To learn correct pencil grip and begin to form letters 
accurately, becoming more consistent in shape and size as 
well as beginning to learn pre-cursive letter formation. 

Specific Areas of Learning: 
 

Literacy: 
Reading:  To use their growing phonic knowledge to blend the 

sounds in regular words in order to read them without support.  
To build up a bank of sight vocabulary for some common 
irregular words.  To begin to read simple sentences and talk 
about what they are reading to demonstrate understanding. 
Writing: To use their growing phonic knowledge to write words 

in ways which match their spoken words and to write some 
common irregular words.  To begin to write simple sentences, 
lists or captions in meaningful contexts. 
 

Maths: 
Numbers:  To count an irregular set of objects to 20 reliably), 

matching the total to the correct numeral.  To use the language 
of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare quantities.  To count forwards 
and backwards from all numbers to twenty and order numbers.  
To begin to understand addition by counting all objects and 
begin to understand the vocabulary of subtraction, division and 
multiplication through practical problems. 
 

Shape, Space & Measures: To use everyday language 

related to time as well as measuring periods of time in simple 
ways.  To begin to learn the names of 2D and 3D shapes and 
mathematical terms to describe them.  To use the language of 
size and weight and compare objects using language as well 
as ordering them.  To begin to understand language related to 
money. 
 

Understanding of The World: 

To learn about the wild animals, flora and fauna of the British 
woodland and how we can care for our countryside.  Begin to 
describe similarities and differences between things in nature. 
To explore and range of technology for different purposes. 
 

Expressive Art & Design: 

To move to music, listen to and join in with rhymes & songs. 
To use their imagination to explore and use a wide variety of 
materials to create models, pictures and patterns. 
To use role play to explore events and emotions and act out a 
narrative as part of a group. 

Specialist Sessions: 
 

PE:  

 Games  

 Gymnastics 

 Dance   
 

Drama & Music: 

 Finding a singing voice through echo singing and sol-fa 
pitch matching.  

 Learning traditional Nursery Rhymes and performing a 
song for Harvest. 

 Being to read basic rhythms through practical activities. 

 Moving appropriately to mood music 

 Preparing and performing a Christmas Nativity 

 Acting out traditional stories. 
 
Spanish: 

 Learning Spanish Greetings through songs and actions. 

 Learning the names of different colours in Spanish. 

 Learning different numbers through games 

 Learning about parts of the body through songs 

 Spanish Christmas 
 

Topics: 
 
In Autumn 1 our topic is Into the Woods 
 
In Autumn 2 our topic will be Mythical Creatures 
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