
Brabyns Preparatory School – Reception Termly Overview – Spring 2020 
 

Topics 
Spring 1 - Food Glorious Food 
Spring 2 - Frogspawn and Fairybells 
 
Communication & Language: 
Listening & Attention –  
Listen attentively in a range of situations. 
Respond appropriately to what others say. 
Listen and respond to stories with increasing confidence. 
 
Understanding - 
Follow instructions involving several steps. 
Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in relation to stories and experiences. 
 
Speaking – 
Express themselves confidently and effectively, showing awareness of the 
listener. 
Use past, present and future tenses accurately when talking about 
experiences. 
Develop own stories and explanations, joining ideas together. 
 
Personal, Social & Emotional Development: 
Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness –  
Confident to try new activities and explain what they prefer to do. 
Confident to talk to children and adults familiar to them, ask for help if they 
need it, talk about their ideas and choose resources they need for an activity. 
 
Managing Feeling and behaviour –  
Talk about feelings and how they are shown by themselves and others. 
Talk about behaviour and consequences. 
Work as part of a group or class and follow the rules. 
Adjust behaviour to different situations and take changes of routine in their 
stride. 
 
Making Relationships –  
Play cooperatively, taking turns with others. 
Take into account the ideas of others when organising an activity. 
Show sensitivity to the needs of others and their feelings. 
Form positive relationships with adults and children. 
 

Physical Development: 
Moving and Handling – 
Show good control and coordination in large and small movements.  
Move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. 
Handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 
 
Health and Self-Care –  
Know the importance of good health and the place physical exercise and a 
healthy diet play in this. 
Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including 
dressing and going to the toilet independently. 
 
Literacy / English: 
Reading – Books linked to our topics on food and life cycles/growing. 
Read and understand simple sentences with growing fluency. 
Read some common irregular words.  
Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 
read. 
 
Writing –  
Write words which match spoken sounds, spelling some words accurately and 
others with phonetically plausible attempts. 
Write some common irregular words correctly e.g. red words. 
Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. 
Choose to write independently in a range of contexts. 
 
 
Mathematics: 
Numbers –  
Count reliably with numbers to 20. 
Place numbers to 20 in order. 
Say which number is one more or one less than any given number to 20. 
Add and subtract two single-digit numbers by counting on and counting back. 
Solve problems including doubling, halving and sharing. 
 
 
Shape, Space & Measures –  
Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, 
time and money to compare quantities and solve problems. 
Recognise, create and describe patterns. 
Explore 2D and 3D shapes, their names and properties, using mathematical 
language to describe them. 
 
 
 

Understanding the World:  
People and Communities -  
Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family 
members. 
Know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things as them and are 
sensitive to this. 
Talk about similarities and differences between themselves and others. 
Know and talk about similarities and differences between families, 
communities and traditions. 
 
The World –  
Describe the features of different environments and notice how environments 
vary. 
See and describe similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. 
Make observations of animals and plants.  Talk about changes and why things 
occur. 
 
Technology -  
Recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and 
schools. 
Select and use technology for particular purposes. 
 
Expressive Art & Design: 
Exploring and Using Media and Materials – 
Sing songs, make music, dance and experiment with ways of changing these. 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques. 
Experiment with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
 
Being Imaginative –  
Use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking 
about uses and purposes. 
Represent own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, 
art, music, dance, role play and stories. 
 
Specialist Teaching 
Drama and Music  
Develop the children’s sense of beat. 
Continue to improve rhythm recognition and introduce pitch, and symbols to 
read. 
Explore emotions and act out various stories, exploring the thoughts and 
feelings of different characters.  
 
Spanish:  
We will be looking at different types of food and learning how to order food in a 
cafe role play. 
 
PE: 
Games  
Dance 
Gymnastics 
Swimming 

 

Please note this is a guide.  We cater for all of the children’s differing interests, needs and abilities 
For more information regarding The Early Years Curriculum, please visit the websites below: 
What to expect, When? – Parents Guide  http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf 
Early Years Outcomes – Early Years Foundation Stage document  http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Early_Years_Outcomes.pdf 
Letters and Sounds ‘Phase 1, Phase 2, Phase 3’ – Phonics Guide  https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf 
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